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WHAT IS THE EYFS?

o It’s the framework which sets the 

standard for the learning, development 

and care of children in England from 

birth to five years old.

o It applies to all OFSTED-registered 

settings, including childminders, 

preschools, private nurseries, school 

settings.

o It is based on the idea that children need 

to use concrete experiences to provide the 

building blocks of their learning.

o It identifies seven areas of learning which 

link to KS1.
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THE FOUR PRINCIPLES OF THE EYFS

THE UNIQUE CHILD

ENABLING 
ENVIRONMENTS

POSITIVE 
RELATIONSHIPS

LEARNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT

Children respond to different learning methods and bring their own 
experiences and preferences to the setting.  Every child is capable 
being a strong, resilient learner with the right guidance.

The environment in which a child learns should prompt and 
encourage good learning techniques. An enabling environment is 
one that caters to each individual child's needs and gives them the 
freedom to expand their knowledge and development.

Children should be encouraged to be strong and independent when 
required, forming the basis for positive relationships that they will 
go on to have. They should also be given the safety and security to 
bolster the relationships they have with those closest to them.

By following the EYFS Seven Areas of Learning, both Prime and 
Specific, each child will be taught a wide range of skills to aid their 
physical and mental development.
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SEVEN AREAS OF LEARNING

LITERACY

Phonics, reading and writing.

MATHS

Number, space, shape and measure.

UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD

Past & present; People, culture & communities; The Natural World

EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN

Creating with materials; Being imaginative and expressive.
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COMMUNICATION and LANGUAGE

PERSONAL, SOCIAL and EMOTIONAL

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

Listening, understanding and speaking.

Self-regulation, manging self and building relationships 

Fine and gross motor skills.
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All areas are interconnected.



HOW DOES THIS LINK WITH KS1/KS2?
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EYFS – PRIME AREAS National Curriculum

These three areas underpin all areas of learning and also have specific 
links to…

Communication & 
Language

English

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development

PSHRE

Physical Development

Literacy (writing)
P.E.
DT
Art & design

EYFS – SPECIFIC AREAS National Curriculum

Literacy English

Maths
Maths

Understanding the World

Science
Geography
History
RE
Computing

Expressive Arts & Design

Art 
DT
Drama
Music



CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING

NOT “JUST PLAY”! 

PLAYING - EXPLORING

Finding out - exploring

Being willing to have a go.

Playing with what they know.

ACTIVE LEARNING

Being involved and concentrating.

Keep on trying.

Enjoying achieving what they set out to 

do.

CREATIVE - THINKING CRITICALLY

Making links

Solving problems and having their own ideas.

Choosing ways to do things.
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS!

Pitch Deck 7



EARLY LEARNING GOALS

8



EARLY LEARNING GOALS
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS!
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS
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EARLY LEARNING GOALS
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HOW MIGHT THIS LOOK?

Lo t s  o f  p lay! Open-ended 

ac t iv i t i es t o  a l l ow 

ch i ld ren t o  d i r ec t  

the i r  l ea rn ing

1 : 1  and sma l l  

g roup ac t iv i t i es l ed  

by an adul t

Who l e  c lass 

t eaching

Ar eas o f  l ea rn ing 

ove r lapp ing

Learn ing no t  go ing 

as in t ended…but  

g r ea t  l ea rn ing 

none the l ess!

Lea rn ing o f t en 

no t- recorded by 

t h e  ch i ld.

Mess,  chaos ,  

no ise…engagement !
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WHAT ’S HAPPENING HERE?



16

WHAT’S HAPPENING HERE?

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & 
EMOTIONAL
Sharing resources and playing/working
co-operatively.
Solving conflicts.

COMMUNICATION& 
LANGUAGE
Vocabulary.
Listening and responding to peers in 
play.
Expressing and explaining their 
interests, ideas and experiences.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Using tools; scissor skills.
Using an effective pencil grip.
Developing hand strength & 
dexterity through manipulating 
materials.

LITERACY
Writing their name, 
signs & labels.
Creating a narrative 
using story language 
and structures.

EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN
Constructing to achieve a planned 
goal.
Using different techniques, e.g. 
joining materials.
Making use of props to support role 
play.
Inventing a narrative.

UNDERSTANDING THE 
WORLD
Applying their experiences 
through play.
Map making.
Local community and 
occupations

…plus so much more!



CHANGES

WHAT?

• ELGs changed/simplified/more connected to KS1.

• Exceeding judgement is removed.

• Greater focus on vocabulary and self-regulation.

• No LA moderation

WHY?

• Improve outcomes, particularly in language 

and literacy.  Better prepare children for 

the Yr 1 curriculum.

• Reduce unnecessary paperwork to spend 

more time with children.

• Focus efforts on those children that need us 

most.
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PLAY is essential for children’s development across all 

areas. This shift (or emphasis) has been a long time 

coming. Play builds on children’s confidence as they 

learn to explore, to relate to others around them and 

develop relationships, set their own goals and solve 

problems. Children learn by leading their own play and 

by taking part in play which is guided by adults. 

Practitioners need to decide what they want children in 

their setting to learn and the most effective ways to 

record this.

- new curriculum frame work



RECEPTION BASELINE ASSESSMENT  

(RBA)
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Following a national voluntary pilot, the reception 

baseline assessment will be compulsory for all schools 

from September 2021 (delayed due to covid).

It is a way of the government measuring progress 

primary schools make with their pupils.

It will be an activity-based assessment of pupils starting 

points in:

• Language, communication and literacy

• mathematics
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In Early Years at Sandfield Primary School, and continuing through into the Primary 
Phase, we will provide a curriculum that is shaped by the guiding principles from the 
new EYFS framework. These principles are set out below:

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 
capable, confident and self-assured. 

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships. 
• Children learn and develop well in high quality enabling environments, in which 

their experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership 
between practitioners and parents and/or carers.

• Children, including those with special educational needs and disabilities , develop 
and learn in different ways  and at different rates. 

• Our Early Years curriculum has planned, purposeful play and focusses on the 
development of physical dexterity, language skills and social awareness. The 
curriculum will provide opportunities for these children to learn to read and write, 
develop skills in maths, find out about the world around them and develop an 
understanding of art and design.

Learning Partner’s Vision for EYFS
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SANDFIELD VISION FOR EYFS

At Sandfield Primary School, children will have an abundance of 
opportunities to learn through play. We appreciate our fantastic outdoor 

environment and it will be used as a continuation of our indoor provision. 
We will ensure that learning will be fun, engaging and we will challenge and 
support all children where ever their starting point. As an EYFS team as well 
as being effective role models, we will provide high quality interactions in 
order to develop and deepen the children’s learning opportunities. We will 
deliver our curriculum through a balance of adult led and child-initiated 

activities based on the EYFS Framework 2021 as well as children’s interests. 
We will provide opportunities for children to develop their imaginations as 

well as their sense of curiosity and ensure that children feel safe and secure at 
all times.  
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Children, unique as they 
are, haven’t changed. 

They are at the centre of 
all we do, and always will 

be…



ANY QUESTIONS?
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