ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL
LANGUAGE POLICY

Approved On: 14" October 2025
Staff: Headteacher
Notes: Non-Statutory

School Optional

Review every 3 years
Level of Approval: Delegated to Headteacher
Next Review Date: Autumn 2028

Headteacher: Mrs Kate Collins

a member of
| J
h 4
Learning Partners

aaaaaaaaaaaa

SPS EAL Policy approved 14" October 2025 Page 1 of 3



Introduction

At Sandfield Primary School, we celebrate the rich linguistic and cultural diversity of our
pupils. A significant proportion of our children come from minority ethnic backgrounds and
speak English as an additional language (EAL). We value the ability of our pupils to
communicate in more than one language and recognise the importance of maintaining and
developing their home languages alongside English.

We are committed to ensuring that every child achieves their full potential. This includes
recognising and addressing the unique learning and assessment needs of pupils who are
developing proficiency in English.

Children learning English as an additional language bring a wealth of linguistic knowledge and
cultural experience. While their cognitive and academic abilities may be on par with their
peers, their ability to express themselves in English may initially be limited. Our role is to
support their language development while ensuring full access to the curriculum and
safeguarding their wellbeing.

Aims
This policy aims to ensure that Sandfield Primary School meets the full range of needs of EAL
learners, in line with the Equality Act 2010 and inclusive education principles. We aim to:
e Celebrate multilingualism and encourage the continued use and development of home
languages
e Ensure safeguarding procedures are accessible and inclusive for pupils with limited
English proficiency
e Support the development of English language skills in speaking, listening, reading, and
writing.
e Ensure full access to the curriculum for all EAL learners.
e Promote high expectations and achievement for all pupils, regardless of their linguistic
background.
e Foster a welcoming and inclusive environment that values linguistic and cultural
diversity.

Teaching and Learning Strategies

Developing Spoken and Written English
Teachers support EAL learners through a range of inclusive strategies, including:
e Using visual, auditory, and kinaesthetic teaching methods to meet diverse learning
styles.
Explicitly teaching vocabulary using varied and engaging approaches.
Displaying and reinforcing key vocabulary across the curriculum.
Modelling and explaining how English is structured for different purposes and subjects.
Providing a wide range of reading materials that reflect diverse uses of English.
Creating meaningful opportunities for talk to support language development and
writing.
e Encouraging pupils to draw on their knowledge of other languages to support their
learning.
e Using pupil’s first languages to reinforce concepts and support understanding where
appropriate

Ensuring Access to the Curriculum and Assessment
We ensure that EAL learners can access the full curriculum by:
e Using age-appropriate and accessible texts and materials.
e Providing additional support through ICT, audio-visual resources, bilingual dictionaries,
and translation tools where appropriate.
e Offering verbal and visual scaffolding to aid understanding.
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Differentiating tasks and expectations to match pupils’ language proficiency levels.

Curriculum Access

All pupils, including those with EAL, follow the statutory requirements of the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) and the National Curriculum. EAL learners are fully integrated into
mainstream lessons and do not complete separate work unless participating in targeted
intervention programmes designed to accelerate language acquisition.

Assessment and Monitoring

All pupils are assessed in line with EYFS and National Curriculum objectives. For EAL
learners, we also:

Gather information from parents/carers about the child’s first language and language
use at home.

Assess the pupil’s proficiency in English across speaking, listening, reading, and
writing, using tools such as The Bell Foundation EAL Assessment Framework.
Provide parents with guidance and resources to support learning at home.

Ensure classrooms are language-rich and inclusive environments.

Assign a peer ‘buddy’ to support the pupil’s social and emotional adjustment.
Monitor language development and academic progress regularly.

Differentiate classroom tasks and provide targeted support as needed.

Discuss progress and any concerns during pupil progress meetings.

In cases of concern, gather evidence, consult with relevant staff and external agencies,
set clear targets, and review progress systematically.

Pupil voice to evaluate EAL provision

Track both academic and social-emotional progress

Partnership with Parents and Carers

We recognise the vital role of parents and carers in supporting their child’s language
development. We aim to:

Build strong relationships with families from all linguistic backgrounds.

Provide translated materials and interpreter support where possible.

Encourage the continued use and development of home languages.

Involve parents in their child’s learning journey and celebrate their cultural heritage.

This policy will be reviewed every three years or sooner if required by changes in
legislation or school practice.

SPS EAL Policy for review LGB July 25 Page 3 of 3



