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Statement of Principle

At Sandfield Primary School, the safety, wellbeing and learning of our pupils are our highest priorities. We
recognise that some families wish their children to carry a mobile phone when travelling to and from school.
However, we also recognise the significant safeguarding, wellbeing, and distraction risks associated with
smartphones and internet-enabled devices.

In line with Department for Education guidance that schools should be "mobile phone-free environments"”
during the school day, Sandfield prohibits the use of mobile phones by pupils on school premises. [gov.uk]

This policy applies to all pupils from Reception to Year 6.

Reception to Year 4

Pupils in Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 must not bring a mobile phone to school.

If a parent believes there are exceptional circumstances requiring a child to have a mobile phone, this must be
discussed with the Headteacher in advance.

Year 5 and Year 6

We understand that some older pupils may walk independently to and from school and families may therefore
wish them to carry a mobile phone for safety purposes. However, we want parents to carefully consider whether
a mobile phone is necessary at all.

Pupils in Year 5 and Year 6 may bring a mobile phone to school only under the following conditions:

e The phone must be switched off before entering the school grounds.

e The phone must be signed in to the school office immediately upon arrival.

e The phone must remain switched off whilst in school.

e The phone will be signed out and returned to the pupil at the end of the school day.
e The phone must not be switched on until the pupil has left the school premises.

Any pupil found carrying a phone during the school day, rather than handing it into the office, will be considered
to be in breach of this policy.

Smartphones and Internet-Enabled Devices

If parents do think a mobile phone is necessary, Sandfield strongly encourages families to provide a simple
mobile phone for communication purposes rather than a smartphone.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools

Basic mobile phones, often known as "brick phones”, can be purchased from many retailers for approximately
£15 to £30 and provide calls and text messaging without the risks associated with internet access, social media,
group chats, cameras, and online content.

The school believes that, where a mobile phone is needed solely for communication between child and parent, a
basic mobile phone is often the safest option.

If families need support with purchasing a "brick phone” please contact the inclusion team via the main school
office.

Mobile Phones and Road Safety Concerns

The school has become increasingly concerned about children's road safety awareness when leaving school.

Staff and members of the public have observed children looking at mobile phone screens, reading messages,
watching videos, or using apps immediately after exiting the school gates. This can significantly reduce
awareness of traffic, pedestrians, cyclists, and other hazards.

Sandfield’s location requires many children to cross busy roads and navigate traffic at peak times.
Parents and carers are encouraged to discuss safe phone use with their children, including:

¢ Keeping phones in pockets or bags when crossing roads.

e Removing headphones when walking near traffic.

e Staying alert to surroundings.

e Avoiding texting, messaging, gaming, or video viewing whilst walking home.

Safeguarding and Online Safety

The school has a duty to protect children from online harm and inappropriate content.
Smartphones provide access to:

e Social media platforms

e Group chats

¢ Online gaming communication

e Live streaming services

e Internet browsers

e Photo and video sharing applications

Recent safeguarding concerns nationally and locally have highlighted the risks that children can face through
unsupervised online communication, including contact from strangers, exposure to harmful content,
cyberbullying, and inappropriate material.



Parents remain responsible for monitoring the use of mobile phones and online activity outside school hours.

Contacting Children During the School Day

Parents and carers who need to contact their child during the school day should do so through the school office.

Likewise, should a child need to contact a parent or carer during the school day, the school office will facilitate
this.

Exceptional Circumstances

The school recognises that some pupils may require access to a mobile device due to:

e Medical needs

e Disability-related requirements

e Educational Health Care Plans (EHCPs)
e Other exceptional circumstances

Any such arrangements will be agreed individually by the Headteacher and recorded appropriately. This reflects

the Department for Education's expectation that reasonable adjustments should be made where necessary.
[gov.uk]

Breaches of the Policy

If a pupil breaches this policy:

e The phone may be confiscated.

e Parents will be contacted.

e Repeated breaches may result in a meeting with parents and the withdrawal of permission to bring a
phone onto the school site.

Partnership with Parents

The success of this policy relies on strong partnership between home and school. We ask all parents and carers
to support these expectations and to reinforce safe, responsible use of technology with their children.

Together, we can ensure that all Sandfield pupils benefit from a safe, focused, and mobile phone-free school day
while still maintaining appropriate communication arrangements for journeys to and from school.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools




